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legal residence is in another state if you have lived in Indiana for over half 
of a calendar year (except college students and active members of the 
military), are registered to vote in Indiana, or have children in an Indiana 
school system.

CHAPTER C
APPLICATION/PROOF OF IDENTITY: If you are making an application for an
Indiana driver license, permit or identification card, you will be required to pro-
vide proof of your identity.

The Bureau of Motor Vehicles has joined many other states in the country in
revising its driver license policy to enhance the security of our driver license sys-
tem. This policy requires more documentation and is intended to minimize the
occurrence of identity fraud.

Driver licenses are accepted all over the country as an indicator of a person’s
identity. It is very important that we protect a person’s identity by making our sys-
tem as secure as possible.

To preserve the integrity of the driver license for identification purposes, the
BMV has established guidlines of acceptable forms of proof of identity, which
includes name, date of birth, Indiana residency and social security number. Please
contact your local license branch for a current acceptable ID list or logon to
http://www.bmvexpress.IN.gov.

CHAPTER D
LICENSE AND PERMIT TYPES AND EXTENT OF DRIVING PRIVILEGES: The
BMV issues a number of different types of drivers licenses. For most people a
standard operator license is all they need. There are also special permits issued 
to individuals who are in the process of learning to drive. The materials in this
section detail the various licenses and permits issued by the BMV, the eligibility
requirements for each license or permit, and the extent of driving privileges
authorized for each license or permit.

1. Driver Education Learner Permit:

a. Purpose: The driver education learner permit is a limited learner permit 
issued, at the age of 15, for the sole purpose of allowing a student driver to 
enroll in a BMV-approved driver education course.
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b. Eligibility: To obtain a driver education learner permit the applicant must:
(i) be at least fifteen years of age;
(ii) provide proof of identity and date of birth;
(iii) show proof of enrollment in a BMV-approved driver education 

program by surrendering the certificate of driver education provided by
the school;

(iv) be able to pass the standard vision screening test; and
(v) if less than eighteen(18) years of age, have an appropriate family 

member or other adult sign the financial responsibility agreement 
portion of the application.

c. Extent of Driving Privileges: The holder of a driver education learner 
permit may participate in practice driving after having commenced an 
approved driver education program when accompanied by: (1) a certified 
driving instructor in the front seat of a car equipped with dual foot controls, 
or (2) when accompanied by a parent or guardian in the front passenger 
seat who holds a valid driver license.

Once the holder of a driver education learner permit has successfully 
completed the driver education program and the permit is validated by the 
driver education instructor, the holder may participate in practice dri-
ving if the seat beside the holder is occupied by a parent, guardian or rela-
tive who holds a valid driver license.

2. Validated Learner Permit:

a. Purpose: The validated learner permit allows an individual to practice 
driving to qualify for an operator license.

b. Eligibility: To obtain a validated learner permit the applicant must:
(i) be at least sixteen (16) years of age;
(ii) provide proof of identity and date of birth;
(iii) pass a written roadway knowledge test based on the information 

contained in this manual;
(iv) if less than eighteen (18) years of age, have an appropriate family 

member or other adult sign the financial responsibility agreement 
portion of the application.

c. Extent of Driving Privileges: The extent of driving privileges depends upon 
the age of the holder. If:
(i) the holder is less than eighteen (18) years of age, the holder may 
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practice driving only while the seat beside the holder is occupied by a 
parent, guardian or relative who holds a valid driver license; or

(ii) the holder is at least eighteen (18) years of age, the holder may practice 
driving only while the seat beside the holder is occupied by any 
individual who holds a valid driver license.

3. Operator License:

a. Purpose/Extent of Driving Privileges: An operator license gives a holder 18 
years of age or older full driving privileges to operate most standard vehicles 
on Indiana roads. Operator licenses for persons under (18) years of age are 
probationary (See Section 4.) An operator license does not authorize the 
holder to operate a motorcycle.

In addition, an operator license does not permit driving for hire or dri-
ving as an employee if the driver transports or carries property in any vehi-
cle, registered as having a gross vehicle weight rating of sixteen thousand
(16,000) pounds or more, or transports people for hire or as an employee.

All states allow Indiana residents to operate under the authority of your
Indiana driver license.

b. Eligibility: To be eligible for an operator license the applicant must meet the 
following requirements:
(i) Minimum Age Requirements:

(A) Sixteen (16) years and thirty (30) days if the applicant has held a 
valid driver education learner permit for sixty (60) days and has 
successfully completed a BMV-approved driver education course.
Please note: The driver education learner permit must have the com-
pletion date, the school stamp or seal, completed grades, hours, and
required signature(s).

(B) Sixteen (16) years and one hundred eighty (180) days if the 
applicant has held a valid Indiana learner permit for sixty (60) days.

(ii) provide proof of identity and date of birth;
(iii) successfully complete a written roadway knowledge test based on the 

information contained in this manual;
(iv) if less than eighteen (18) years of age, have an appropriate family 

member or other adult sign the financial responsibility agreement 
portion of the application and
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(v) unless the applicant qualifies for a waiver, successfully pass a roadway 
skill test with a BMV driver examiner in a vehicle provided by the 
applicant.

c. New Residents with a Valid Photo License from another State: An 
applicant for a new Indiana operator license who holds a valid photo license
issued by another state or District of Columbia must successfully pass a
written and vision test but is not required to take a drive test. However, if the
out-of-state license is expired over (1) year, the applicant will be required to
submit to a vision screening, a written test and drive test. A resident of a for-
eign country can drive in Indiana on a valid out-of-country license for a maxi-
mum period of one (1) year. 

4. Probationary License (IC9-24-11-3): A license issued to an individual less 
than eighteen (18) years of age is a probationary license. A probationary
license is valid for at least four (4) years from the date the license is issued and
may not be renewed. Note: This law only applies to a probationary
licensed driver until they reach their 18th birthday.

During the ninety (90) days following the issuance of the probationary
license, the individual holding the probationary license may not operate a
motor vehicle in which there are passengers unless another individual is pre-
sent in the front seat of the motor vehicle who is at least twenty-one (21) years
of age and holds a valid operator license.

The individual holding a probationary license may operate a motor vehicle
only if the individual and each occupant of the motor vehicle has a safety belt
properly fastened about the occupants’ bodies at all times when the motor vehi-
cle is in motion.

An individual who holds a probationary license may receive an operator
license, chauffeur license, public passenger chauffeur license, or a commercial
driver license when the individual is at least eighteen (18) years of age.

5. Chauffeur License:

a. Purpose/Extent of Driving Privileges: A chauffeur license grants the same 
privileges as an operator license. In addition, it also permits the operation of
vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of at least sixteen thousand
(16,000) but not more than twenty- six thousand (26,000) pounds (whether
single vehicle or combined gross vehicle weight) when used to transport
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property for hire or as an employee. The chauffeur license does not autho-
rize the holder to carry persons for hire, whether in a bus or a taxicab.

b. Eligibility:To obtain a chauffeur license for the first time, the applicant must 
meet the following requirements:
(i) the applicant must be at least eighteen(18) years of age;
(ii) the applicant must have at least one (1) year of driving experience as a 

licensed driver;
(iii) the applicant must pass a chauffeurs written roadway knowledge test. 

Under certain conditions, an operator test may also be required;
(iv) the applicant must pass the standard vision-screening test.

6. Public Passenger Chauffeur License:

a. Purpose/Extent of Driving Privileges: A public passenger chauffeur 
(“PPC”) license grants the privilege to transport persons for hire so long as
the vehicle is not designed or used to transport sixteen (16) or more per-
sons, including the driver. The holder of a PPC license may also operate any
vehicle legally operated by the holder of an operator license or a chauffeur
license. The most common applicants for the use of a PPC license are 
taxicab and limousine drivers.

b. Eligibility: To obtain a public passenger chauffeur license for the first time, 
the applicant must meet the same requirements as that of an applicant for an
operator license plus the following requirements:
(i) the applicant must be at least twenty-one (21) years of age, unless the 

applicant is employed by a limousine or taxicab company in which case
the applicant need only be eighteen (18) so long as the applicant shows
proof of employment by the limousine or taxicab company by way of a
letter from the employer on the employer’s letterhead;

(ii) the applicant must have at least one (1) year of driving experience as a 
licensed driver;

(iii) the applicant must pass a public passenger chauffeur written roadway 
knowledge test. Under certain conditions, an operator test may also be 
required;

(iv) the applicant must submit a medical examination form (available at all 
license branches) completed within thirty (30) days of application by a
licensed physician indicating that the applicant does not suffer from any
mental or physical impairments which would adversely affect his or her
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ability to operate a public passenger vehicle. The applicant must submit
the original; photocopies will not be accepted. Note: A completed med-
ical examination form is also required at renewals for a PPC, and

(v) the applicant must be able to pass the standard vision-screening test.
Note: A written test is not required when an applicant is renewing an
Indiana chauffeur or public passenger chauffeur unless the appli-
cant has accumulated six (6) or more points on their driver record 
since their last application.

7. Commercial Driver License (“CDL”) and CDL Learner Permit:

a. Purpose/Extent of Driving Privileges: A CDL is required to operate a 
commercial motor vehicle (as defined below). The CDL learner permit
allows an individual to learn to operate a commercial motor vehicle. A 
commercial motor vehicle is defined as one of the following: 1) a vehicle 
(or combination of vehicles operated together; e.g. a semi tractor-trailer)
with a declared gross vehicle weight rating in excess of 26,000 pounds; 
2) a vehicle designed or used to transport sixteen (16) or more persons,
including the driver; or 3) a vehicle used to transport hazardous materials.

b. Eligibility: In general, requirements for a CDL learner permit and a CDL 
are much greater than for any other license and are based upon stringent
federal motor carrier safety regulations. Therefore, it is highly recommend-
ed that anyone interested in applying for a CDL to visit a local license
branch and obtain a CDL Manual published by the Department of Revenue
Motor Carrier Services for more details. Basic requirements include:
(i) minimum age requirements: twenty-one (21) years of age for a holder 

who transports people, and eighteen (18) years of age for a holder who 
transports property;

(ii) minimum driving experience: one (1) year as a licensed driver;
(iii)detailed written knowledge tests appropriate to the type of CDL to be 

obtained;
(iv) intensive skills testing; and
(v) a detailed physical examination to determine fitness based on Federal 

Motor Carrier safety regulations.

IMPORTANT: IF YOU WILL BE OPERATING ANY SELF-PROPELLED OR
TOWED VEHICLE THAT HAS A GROSS VEHICLE RATING OR GROSS 
COMBINATION VEHICLE RATING OF 10,000 OR MORE POUNDS USED 
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ON PUBLIC HIGHWAYS TO TRANSPORT PASSENGERS OR PROPERTY
PLEASE READ THE COMMERCIAL DRIVER LICENSE MANUAL.

8. Motorcycle Operator Learner Permit, License or Endorsement: To 
operate a motorcycle legally in Indiana, residents must possess either a 
motorcycle learner permit, a motorcycle operator license or a motorcycle
endorsement on their driver license. This section explains how these permits,
licenses and endorsements may be obtained. More detailed information con-
cerning the safe and legal operation of a motorcycle can be found in the
Motorcycle Operator manual available at your local license branch.

a. Temporary Motorcycle Learner Permit:
(i) Purpose: The temporary motorcycle learner permit allows a student 

driver to enroll in a motorcycle driver education course.
(ii) Eligibility: To obtain a temporary motorcycle learner permit the 

applicant must:
(A)be at least fifteen (15) years of age;
(B)provide proof of identity and date of birth
(C)show proof of enrollment in a motorcycle driver education program 

by surrendering the proof of enrollment form;
(D)be able to pass the standard vision screening test; and
(E)if less than eighteen (18) years of age, have an appropriate family 

member or other adult sign the financial responsibility agreement 
portion of the application.

(iii) Extent of Driving Privileges: The holder of a temporary motorcycle 
learner permit may only operate a motorcycle while participating in a
motorcycle driver education class under the supervision of a certified
driver instructor until completion of the course. Once the course is com-
pleted, the holder must be under the supervision of a licensed motorcy-
cle operator who is at least 18 years of age. The holder must wear an
approved helmet, may only operate a motorcycle between sunrise and
sunset, and cannot carry any passengers.

b. Validated Motorcycle Learner Permit:
(i) Purpose: The validated motorcycle learner permit allows an individual 

to practice operating a motorcycle to qualify for a motorcycle endorse-
ment to an operator license.

(ii) Eligibility: To obtain a validated motorcycle learner permit the 
applicant must:
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(A)hold a valid Indiana driver license or have satisfactorily completed 
an approved motorcycle rider education course;

(B)provide proof of identity and date of birth
(C)pass a written roadway knowledge test based on the information 

contained in the motorcycle operator manual;
(D)if less than eighteen (18) years of age, have an appropriate family 

member or other adult sign the financial responsibility agreement 
portion of the application.

(iii) Extent of Driving Privileges: The holder of a validated motorcycle 
learner permit must wear a helmet meeting federal safety standards,
may only operate a motorcycle between sunrise and sunset, and may 
not carry passengers.

c. Motorcycle Operator License or Endorsement:
(i) Purpose: A motorcycle operator license or a motorcycle endorsement 

to a driver license shows that the holder is licensed to operate a 
motorcycle. To be eligible for a motorcycle operator license, you must
show proof of completion of a motorcycle rider education course. 
The license and endorsement grant the same motorcycle operating privi-
leges. 

(ii) Eligibility: To be eligible for a motorcycle operator license or motorcycle 
endorsement to an existing driver license the applicant must meet the 
following requirements:
(A)be at least sixteen (16) years and thirty (30) days of age;
(B)provide proof of identity and date of birth;
(C)be able to pass the standard vision screening test;
(D)hold a valid motorcycle learner permit for at least thirty (30) days, 

have successfully completed a BMV skills test or approved motorcy-
cle rider education course, and successfully passed a written test;

(E)if less than eighteen (18) years of age, have an appropriate family 
member or other adult sign the financial responsibility agreement
portion of the application.

If the applicant currently holds a valid motorcycle license or
endorsement issued by another state, the motorcycle skills test will
not be required.

Please contact your local license branch for information regarding
motorcycle skills testing.
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8. Other Vehicles or Watercraft Requiring the Operator to Hold a Driver 
License or BMV-Issued Identification Card:

a. Motorboats: Indiana law now requires the operator of any motorboat with 
an engine with more than ten (10) horsepower to carry a valid driver
license; in some instances the operator may hold, in lieu of a driver license, 
a BMV-issued identification card. Below are the eligibility requirements:
(i) Less than fifteen (15) years of age: A person less than fifteen (15) years 

old cannot legally operate a motorboat with more than ten (10) horse-
power in Indiana.

(ii) Fifteen (15) to twenty-one (21) years of age: A person less than twenty-
one but at least fifteen years of age can legally operate a motorboat if: a)
he or she holds a valid driver license, or b) persons who do not hold a
driver license can legally operate a motorboat only if they hold a BMV-
issued identification card and only if they have completed a boating 
education course approved by the Indiana Department of Natural
Resources. You may wish to contact the Department of Natural
Resources at (317) 232-4010 for more information concerning boating
education courses.

(iii) At least twenty-one (21) years of age: A person at least twenty-one (21)
years of age can legally operate a motorboat with a valid driver license
or BMV-issued identification card. Please note, however, that if your 
driver license is suspended you may not legally operate a motorboat by
obtaining a BMV-issued identification card.

b. Motorized Bicycles: A motorized bicycle, commonly known as a “moped,”
is distinguished under Indiana law by having no more than two (2) horse-
power, a cylinder capacity not exceeding fifty (50) cubic centimeters, and an
automatic transmission. Such a vehicle is not considered a “motor vehicle.”
Vehicles with engines exceeding these limits are motorcycles and a person
must meet the licensing requirements to operate such a vehicle legally. A
manufacturer’s certificate of origin or a certificate of title, if any, to the vehi-
cle will indicate whether such vehicle is a motorized bicycle or a motorcycle.
The following requirements apply to the operator of a motorized bicycle:
(i) Minimum Age: An operator of a motorized bicycle must be at least 

fifteen (15) years of age.
(ii) Driver License or BMV-Issued Identification Card: An operator of a 

motorized bicycle must have a valid driver license or have a current 
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BMV-issued identification card in his or her possession.
(iii) Operation Restrictions: A motorized bicycle may not be operated on an 

interstate highway or at a speed in excess of twenty-five (25) miles per
hour.

CHAPTER E
DEMONSTRATING LICENSE ELIGIBILITY: TESTING PROCESS:

1. Special Requirement for Drivers Under Eighteen (18): Assumption of 
Financial Responsibility By Parent, Guardian or Other Adult (IC 9-24-9-3,4 and 5):

a.Purpose: Indiana law requires an individual under eighteen (18) years of 
age who applies for any permit or license to have the Financial
Responsibility Affidavit portion of the license application signed under 
penalty of perjury by an appropriate adult, usually a parent or guardian.  

b.Liability Assumed: A person who signs the Financial Responsibility 
Affidavit assumes all legal obligations for injury or damage caused by the
operation of a motor vehicle by the minor applicant until the person is 
eighteen (18) years of age.

c.Who May Sign According to I.C. 9-24-9-3: The application of an 
individual less than eighteen (18) years of age for a permit or license under
this chapter must be signed and sworn to or affirmed by one (1) of the 
following:
1. The parent having custody of the minor applicant.
2. The guardian having custody of the minor applicant.
3. If neither parent is living in Indiana and the applicant has no guardian, 

the person having custody or an employer of the minor applicant.
4. If there is no parent, guardian, or employer, any other responsible 

individual who is willing to assume the obligations imposed by the 
provisions of the chapter.

5. An individual under the age of eighteen (18) years of age, who is 
emancipated, must provide proof of financial responsibility and a copy 
of a court order declaring them emancipated.

d.Identity: The individual assuming financial responsibility must show proof 
of identity and date of birth.
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